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Personal Information

Name: _____________________________________________

Street: _____________________________________________

City: __________________________ Zip:________________

Home #:__________________ Cell #: ___________________

Student #: __________________________________________

Home Room: ________________________________________

In Case of Emergency

Name: ___________________ Relationship: ______________

Home #:__________________ Office #: _________________

Name: ___________________ Relationship: ______________

Home #:__________________ Office #: _________________
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Westminster Middle School

Mission Statement...

Our mission is to provide diverse learning experiences that teach critical and

creative thinking. This will empower our students to become productive, competent,

and responsible lifelong learners, as well as, respectful future community learners.

Our beliefs…
Ø Learning is a lifelong process.

Ø Education is a group effort involving the individual, home, school

and community.

Ø Our school encourages each student to experience success through a

variety of opportunities.

Ø Our school creates an environment which is safe, secure, and conducive

to learning.

Ø All individuals deserve to be treated with dignity and respect.

Ø Understanding and respect for cultural diversity contributes to an

enriched society.

Ø Each individual is responsible for his/her actions in the learning process.

Ø The transition from elementary school to middle school and middle school to

high school should be a positive educational, social, and emotional experience.
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A Welcome From

The Principal...
Welcome to Westminster Middle School, home of the Trojans. We are looking forward

to your becoming a part of the outstanding tradition that was started twenty-three years ago

and makes us what we are.

     Work hard in classes and take advantage of all extra curricular activities that interest

you. Participation in all aspects of Westminster Middle School will give you a richer

school experience.

     The staff has prepared this handbook to help you get the most out of your school

experience. The use of this planner should help ensure your success by raising self-esteem

and grades. If you have questions, please feel free to ask. All of the staff at Westminster

Middle is here to help you.

Have a GREAT year!

Paul M. Ricciardi, Principal

Greetings From

The Faculty And Staff
  We, the faculty and staff, would like to welcome each of you to another school year.

We will do everything in our power to help make it a successful one, and we expect you to

do you part, too. We are available before and after school when you need us. We also have

planning times during which we meet with parents and students. Because we have high

expectations of our students, we set high standards. Please do not be satisfied with less

than your best work in every subject. Let’s make a strong commitment to excellence this

year! We believe that teachers, students, parents, staff, administrators, and other members

of the Westminster family must form a team effort to educate literate, problem solving,

productive members of our society.
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School District of Oconee County

Office of the District Superintendent

864.886-4400          Fax 864.886-4408

PO Box 649
414 South Pine Street

Walhalla, SC 29691

 Dear Parents/Guardians:

Parent involvement is a key factor in a student’s success in school.  We value your input and interest
in your student’s educational experiences.  It is our sincere hope that you will take advantage of the
many opportunities to become engaged in activities in Oconee County Schools.

Communication from school personnel to parents and guardians is fundamental to ensuring that

families are knowledgeable about a student’s progress.  We hope this publication provides valuable
information.  Communication from parents and guardians  is important in fostering two-way dialogue
about student achievement.  We want to provide you with timely, relevant information.  Let us know

how we can meet your needs.  Share with us your ideas about how we can continuously improve our
schools.  We have the same mission: an excellent school system for Oconee County’s students.

We appreciate you investing your time, energy, resources, and talent in Oconee County Schools.
Thank you, too, for trusting us with your child’s education.

Sincerely,

Valerie Truesdale, Ph.D.

District Superintendent
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School District of Oconee County

864.886-4400          Fax 864.886-4408

PO Box 649
414 South Pine Street

Walhalla, SC 29691

Dear Parents/ Guardians:

Since communication between the school and home is very important, I would like to provide you with
information regarding your child’s class absences.  Regular daily attendance is necessary not only to provide

students with appropriate educational opportunities but also to ensure that Oconee County schools receive
maximum revenue from the state of South Carolina.  According to school board policy, lawful absences shall

be granted for the following reasons, but must be verified in writing within three (3) days after the student

returns:

1. Illness
2. Appointments with doctor or dentist

3. Death in the family

4. Required court appearance
5. Recognized national religious holiday

Students need to be reminded that they may be retained in their grade or lose credit in class for excessive

absences.  Parents, please pay careful attention to grade reports distributed at the end of each 45-day period.

In addition to grades, absences from each class are reported.  Parents can check the status of grades and
absences online @ www.pcxp.oconee.k12.sc.us.  Specific rules for student attendance are printed in your

student’s handbook.

We urge parents to stay in touch with the school about students’ academic progress and attendance.  If

there are questions, parents are asked to talk first with the appropriate teacher(s).  If the question cannot be
resolved at the teacher level, the assistant principal or principal can assist.

We always welcome your suggestions for improvement.

Best wishes for a wonderful school year for you and your child, filled with challenging and gratifying
learning opportunities.

Sincerely,

Valerie P. Truesdale, Ph. D.
District Superintendent
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Student Handbook/Rules

INTRODUCTION
On behalf of the administration and staff of Westminster Middle

School, we would like to extend all students a sincere welcome to our

school and the 2006-2007 school year.  The following information has

been prepared to assist you in understanding the procedures and the

schedules for this school year.  It is our desire that you will use this

information to help you achieve a successful and worthwhile school

year.  Our of fices are open 7:30 AM until 4:00 PM and we invite you

to call on us for any assistance that you may need.  Our phone

number is 647-3050 and the guidance department’s number is 647-

6715.  In addition, our teachers may be reached by email anytime by

going to our school website at www.oconee.k12.sc.us/westmid/.  We

look forward to working with you this year!

SCHOOL DAY
School will begin at 7:53 each morning and dismiss at 2:55 each

afternoon.

STUDENT SCHEDULES
Student schedules have been prepared for all students.  It is

important that a student hold on to his/her schedule until becoming

familiar with his/her schedule.

During the 2006-2007 school year, we will follow a modified A/

B schedule providing 90-minut periods for English Language Arts and

Math daily.  Science, social studies, band, strings, and chorus will be

taught on an A/B schedule every other day for 90 minutes.  PE, art,

Gateway to Technology, keyboarding, yearbook, teacher assistants,

and Advanced PE will be offered on an A/B schedule for 45minutes

every other day.

ATTENDANCE
Students are expected to be in school except in an emergency or

for reasons cited below.

1. Illness of the student

2. Illness in the family

3. Students whose attendance at school would endanger their

health or safety or the health and safety of others

4. Students in whose families there is immediate danger or

serious ill health

5. Death in family

6. Court appearance when required by the courts

7. Recognized religious holiday

Students are allowed to make up all work missed due to an

excused absence provided a note is brought from a parent within

three(3) days after returning to school.

The following steps should be followed upon returning to school

after an excused absence:

1. Have a parent/guardian write an excuse giving the student’s

name, date of absence, reason for absence, and the parent/

guardian’s signature.

2. Present the excuse to the homeroom teacher.

Ask all teachers for make-up assignments.  Make-up

assignments not completed within 5 school days will be reflected in

the student’s grade.

Following an unexcused absence:

Make-up work will be at the grade level team’s discretion except

for Out of School Suspensions.  Work may only be made up with

prior approval of the principal or designee at the time of suspension.

This will be noted on the discipline referral form when approved.

Students who miss more than five (5) days in a semester class or

ten (10) days in a year-long class may not be promoted.  Students

who miss more than ten (10) days for any reason may be given the

opportunity to make-up these days during Saturday school (if

available) at a cost of $15.00 per day.  Saturday school will begin

during the second semester if offered.  Parents or guardians will be

notified by letter when a student has been absent for five (5) days and

again at ten (10) absences.

ABSENCES FOR TRAVEL OR VACATION
Students may be allowed to make up assignments when absences

are due to travel or vacation, provided the principal gives approval

one week in advance so that assignments can be prepared by the

teachers.  Assignments may not be made up otherwise for this type

of absence.

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL
Students who arrive early or who ride a bus should go to the

gym to wait until time for school to begin.  Please do not bring your

child to school before 7:30 AM as no supervision is available before

this time.  At 7:45 all teachers will come to the gym and take his/her

class after morning assembly.  All staff members will be present to

supervise students and provide assistance during the assembly.

EARLY DISMISSAL
If it is necessary that a student leave school early, he/she must

have written permission or the parent/guardian must give verbal

permission either in person or by phone.  In the event of written

permission, the student must bring the note to the main office either

before or during homeroom.  Before a student leaves the school

grounds, he/she must check out through the office.

TARDINESS
Promptness to school and to class is very important.  Students

will have a reasonable period of time in which to change classes,

thereafter they are expected to be seated and ready to begin work.  In

the event of tardiness, the teacher will confer with the student either

after class or at a later convenient time.  In the event that a student is

tardy frequently, he/she will be referred to the Assistant Principal.

Parents are reminded that school begins at 7:53 AM.



7

ASBESTOS:
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Law 40-CFR-763

requires that all public schools comply by way of the following

procedures:

1. Inspect all schools for the presence of asbestos-containing

materials (friable and non-friable).

2. Submit a Management Plan to the State of SC by October

1988 (initial date plan was submitted) that reveals the

presence of asbestos, assessment and appropriate response

actions.

3. That all future response activities, including periodic

Surveillance and Response Management Plan, be made a

part of the Management Plan

4. That a copy of the Management Plan for each school be

kept in each school’s office and at the designated school

administrative office.

5. That all concerned citizens be notified of the location and

availability of the plan.  The School District of Oconee

County, by this notice, advises the public that the required

procedures have been met.

MEDICATION
A student who is required to take medication during the school

day must provide MEDICATION PERMISSION FORM and the

medication in a properly labeled container.  The prescription must be

in an original container that indicates the student’s name, date, name

of medicine administration, physician’s name, and pharmacy name

and address. Non-prescription medications must also be in its original

container labeled with the student’s name.   Written precise instruc-

tions signed by the attending physician must be on record if a student

has a health condition which requires the administration of specific

medications for defined   emergency circumstances.   Students are not

to have any type of medication to include over-the-counter drugs in

their possession.

TOBACCO AND TOBACCO PRODUCTS
The use and/or possession of cigarettes, tobacco, or snuff while

at school or at school functions is prohibited.

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL ITEMS
Items brought to school that are not needed for the instructional

process or that interfere with this process as deemed by the adminis-

tration will be confiscated. These items may be returned on the first

Monday following the last day of the school year. After such time,

the items become property of the school and will be disposed of in

the most expedient manner. Such items include but are not limited to

light lasers, water pistols, Gameboys, Ipods, portable CD player, or

any other sound producing devices, any type of communication

device, skateboards, or rollerblades.

HALL PASSES
Students should not be in the halls except during class change,

before school, and after special permission. Students in the hall during

class time must have this agenda signed OR CARRY A HALL PASS

SIGNED BY THE TEACHER

 Students that are found without referred for discipline measures

Students are asked to keep to the right when moving in all times.

Running and/or shouting in the hall is not permitted.

TEXTBOOKS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES
All basic textbooks are provided by the State of South Carolina.

Students are charged of the school year to cover the cost of work-

books and other supplemental materials. Text should be handled

carefully.  Students will be assessed a damage fee for books which are

excessively damaged.   Students must pay the cost of a lost textbook

before another one can be issued.

Textbooks will be distributed by the subject teacher. When you

receive your textbooks, you will notice a number on the inside cover.

This number will enable us to identify your book if lost or at the time

of a book check.  .

LOCKERS
A locker will be assigned to each pupil at the beginning of the

school year. The locker should be used to store books and other

personal belongings However, personal items of value should not be

left in lockers.  This is especially true for items such as pocketbooks,

watches, radios, tape recorders, etc. Each locker has a locked installed

in the door. The homeroom teacher will distribute locker combina-

tions.

LOST AND FOUND
Articles found in and around the school should be turned into the

Assistant Principal’s office. Students who have lost articles should

check with that office before or after school.

SECURITY
It is the administration’s intent to provide the safest environ-

ment possible for the educational process. To this end, the School

Board of Oconee County has voted to phase in a deployment of

security cameras entrances Video cameras may also be used in

classrooms for the purpose of documenting the teaching act for

National Board Teacher Certification or other evaluation purposes. In

addition, the School District in cooperation with the City of

Westminster and the State Department of Education has placed on

this campus a School Resource officer. This officer will be present at

all times school is in session and during athletic and extracurricular

events. The SRO is available to talk with students at any time by

informing the office of their wishes.

DISCIPLINE
All disciplinary codes of the district apply to any student:

1. who is on school or district property;

2. who is in attendance at school or any school-sponsored

activity, whether on or off school grounds.

3 who is enroute to and from school on a bus or other district

vehicle; or

4. whose conduct at any time or in any place has a direct and

immediate effect on maintaining order and discipline in the

School District of Oconee County.

Possible sanctions to be applied may include, but are not limited

to, the following:

Withdrawal of privileges of participation in extracurricular

activities, and other sanctions approved by the administration.
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BUS TRANSPORTATION
School bus transportation is a privilege that may be withdrawn

for inappropriate behavior which he/she has been assigned. ANY

REQUEST TO RIDE A DIFFERENT BUS THAN ASSIGNED

WILL NOT BE APPROVED UNLESS THE CHANGE IS OF A

PERMANENT NATURE AND THEN MUST BE REQUESTED

IN WRITING BY THE PARENT/GUARDIAN AND SUBMIT-

TED TO THE PRINCIPAL. Students will not be allowed to ride a

different bus in order to go home with a friend. Students will be let off

the bus only at home, school, and locations requested in writing by

the parents.

STUDENT APPEARANCE
Students will be expected to keep themselves well-groomed and

neatly dressed at all time.  Any form of dress or hair style which is

considered contrary to good hygiene or detrimental to the purpose of

the school will not be permitted.

Clothing advertising alcoholic beverages or those with obscene or

questionable language will not be permitted. Shoes must be worn at all

times Caps are not to be worn on the school’s campus.

DRESS CODE
The dress code for students in grades six (6) through twelve (12)

allows the wearing of shorts provided the shorts conform to certain

requirements as outlined in School District of Oconee County policy

found on the district’s website.

DRUGS AND ALCOHOL USE
Any student who intentionally sells, gives, uses, possesses, or is

under the influence of illegal drugs, narcotics, or alcohol on school

property shall be suspended for no less than five (5) days, and

reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency for possible legal

action.  In the event of distribution, expulsion from school will be

mandatory as outlined by School District of Oconee County policy.

Medication that is presented as an illegal drug is also included in this

group. Property, including lockers, desks, vehicles, and personal

belongings may be searched without advance warning.

INJURY AND ILLNESS
If a student is injured or becomes ill while at school he/she

should report to his/her teacher and ask for a pass to the office.  If

necessary. we will try to contact his/her parent(s). All students who

are injured or ill must check out through the office before leaving

school.

TELEPHONE
Students may use the phone for EMERGENCY calls and only

with the permission of a staff member.  Students may be called to the

phone from class ONLY in a case of EXTREME EMERGENCY.

Messages will be taken from a parent or guardian and delivered to the

pupils.

CAFETERIA AND LUNCH
Each lunch period will last for 30 minutes. Students will also

have about a 10 minute recess period. Student behavior in the lunch

room should be based on courtesy and cleanliness.This means leaving

the area in the condition in which you would like to live.

Our school lunch program offers students a choice of several

selections each day. Students may purchase a complete meal or they

may purchase only selected items. Students may also purchase extra

milk or juice.  The meal prices listed below are for the 2006-2007

school year.

Breakfast Lunch

Regular Price 1.05 1.90

Reduced Price   .30   .40

Students who qualify may eat free lunch or reduced price lunch.

Information regarding free or reduced price meals will be distributed

on the first day of school. All students will go to the lunchroom with

their teacher just prior to the lunch period. All students must remain

in the lunchroom for at least 15 minutes before going outside.

LIBRARY SERVICES
The library will be opened at 7:50 AM and remain open

throughout the school day.  Students are encouraged to use the library

as much as possible.   When it is necessary for a student to use the

library during class time, he/she/must have permission from the

teacher of the class and must present a signed agenda or pass to the

librarian.

STUDENT INSURANCE
Parents have the opportunity to purchase school accident

insurance for their children. School-time and twenty four hour

coverage will be available. An information sheet explaining the

program will be distributed at the beginning of the school year.

Premiums should be sent to the company and they will be accepting

these through August 31.

HONOR ROLL
An honor roll will be published at school and in the local

newspaper at the end of each nine week grading period. The honor

roll will be an all A Honor Roll and an A/B Honor Roll. One grade

lower than a B will eliminate a student from the honor roll.

GRADING SCALE
The grading system is as follows:

A - 93-100

B - 85-92

C - 77-84

D - 70-76

F - Below 70

Report cards will be distributed at the end of each nine (9) week

grading period by mail.

ELECTIVE PROGRAMS
An important aspect of the Middle School is that of providing

students an opportunity to explore several areas of study in an effort

to better prepare the student to choose areas of interest in the high
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school years.  Students receive instruction in the areas of physical

education, art, music/chorus, home arts, career education, computer

science, and band for students planning to participate in high school

band, and strings.

Our ELECTIVE program is arranged so that students will receive

instruction in all required areas each year and selected areas as the

schedule permits. All students must  take physical education each

year.

STUDENT COUNCIL
All candidates must be duly qualified. Officer candidates must

have an overall grade average of 80%, with no individual average less

than 70% for the current year in order to qualify for the election.

Once a candidate is elected, a grade average of 80% must be main-

tained throughout the school year. Should an officer’s average fall

below 80%, and/or should they fail an individual class, they will be

given one nine-week grading period to fulfill the grade requirements.

If the qualifications are not met during the nine-week probationary

period, the officer shall be removed from office.   All candidates for

student council must not have been suspended or expelled from the

school during the preceding year. All candidates must be free of

serious discipline referrals for the same period.  All candidates will be

screened by the student council sponsors and the school administra-

tion.

ATHLETICS/CHEERLEADING
Students enrolled in the seventh grade or eighth grade will have

the opportunity to participate in “C” team football and basketball.

Basketball includes both boys and girls teams, as well as, a

cheerleading squad.  “C” team football also includes a cheerleading

squad.   In order for a student to remain eligible to participate in team

sports, he/she must be passing all academic subjects and continue to

pass all subjects throughout the season which includes try-outs.

Proper school conduct will also be a consideration for participation in

school athletics. Suspension from school during the semester of

tryouts will prohibit a student from trying-out for a team and from

participation.  Suspension from school during the season will

automatically put a student on probation and prevent the student

from participation in games.  Proper conduct is expected at and during

school, as well as, all athletic events.

VISITORS
All visitors to the Westminster Middle School Campus must

check in at the office.  Visitors will not be permitted to loiter on

school campus or in school buildings.

PARENT CONFERENCES
Parents are welcome and are encouraged to come to the school to

talk with your child’s teachers.  Appointments should be made to

coincide with the teacher’s schedule. Conferences may be arranged

through the guidance counselor at 647-6715.

AWARDS DAY
At the end of the school year, an Awards Day is held. At this

time various awards are presented for perfect attendance, academics,

and special achievements.

BREAKFAST PROGRAM
Students will have the opportunity to eat breakfast from 7:20

until 7:45.

PREPARATION FOR CLASS
A student who comes to class prepared:

-Brings notebook, paper, and other materials necessary to class.

-Is an active participant in the classroom who listens well and

  takes an active part in discussion.

-Asks questions if he/she doesn’t understand the discussions or

  if he/she has a problem

 -Plans his/her work and schedules time for homework each day.

 -Makes sure he/she understands the assignment before he/she

  leaves class

 -Uses what he/she learns to see how each applies to the other

 -Strives to do his/her best, not just enough to get by.

PROMOTION AND RETENTION
In order for a student to be promoted unconditionally to the next

grade level, he/she must have a passing grade in all core subject areas:

English language arts, math, science, social studies.  Any student who

fails any of the above core subjects will be recommended to attend a

summer enrichment program if offered.  Since the purpose of school

is academic, we expect all students to do their very best.

STATE LAWS
The following state laws were passed and took effect with the

1994-1995 school year:

 H.3442 allows school administrators and officials to conduct

searches on school property without probable cause. Any person

entering the premises of any school in the State of South Carolina

shall be deemed to have consented to a reasonable search of his

person and effects. School principals or their designees may conduct

reasonable searches on school property of lockers, desks, vehicles,

and personal belongings with or without probable cause.

 R307, 113550 school administrators must contact law enforce-

ment authorities  immediately upon notice that a person is  engaging

or has engaged in activities on school property or at a school

sponsored or sanctioned activity which may result in injury or

serious threat of injury to the person or to another person or his

property as defined in local board policy.

WEAPONS AT SCHOOL
Students are not to have in their possession any type of weapon

on school grounds.  The possession of any weapon will lead to

automatic suspension from school and a report made to the appropri-

ate law enforcement authorities.   Possession or use of a dangerous

weapon will lead to a recommendation for expulsion.

FIELD TRIPS
Field trips are planned by grade level teachers or departments to

coincide with the SC State Curriculum Standards.   The participation

in a field trip is by invitation only. A STUDENT MAY BE DENIED

THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE IN A FIELD TRIP DUE

TO CONTINUED INAPPROPRIA TE BEHAVIOR.



10

PBIS... The 3 R’s

I Am Respectful … 

 
In the Hallways In the Classroom In the Restroom 
Speak quietly and 

appropriately 

Speak quietly and at 

appropriate times 

Use facilities 

appropriately  

Follow teachers’/staffs’ 

directions 

Respect others, 

yourself, and property 

Flush 

Keep hands, feet and 

objects to self 

  

 

I Am Responsible … 

 
In the Hallways In the Classroom In the Restroom 
Walk slowly and on the 

right hand side of the 

hallway/sidewalk 

Bring appropriate 

materials and 

assignments 

Limit your time in the 

restroom 

 Follow teacher and staff 

instructions 

Clean up after yourself 

 Put materials in their 

proper place 

Wash and dry hands 

 

I Am Ready to Learn … 

 
In the Hallways In the Classroom In the Restroom 
Arrive at assigned area 

on time 

Be seated and ready to 

work with a positive 

attitude 

After finishing, return 

promptly to class 

 



11

Periodic Table

Chemical compounds
A molecule is the chemical combination of two or more atoms.

They can be of the same element, such as in the oxygen molecule (O
2
)

or different as in the water molecule (H
2
O).

A compound is a molecule that is made up of at least two

different elements. The water molecule is a compound. When atoms

of different elements combine to form a compound, the result is a new

substance that has different properties than the original elements. A
good example is when the poisonous green chlorine gas is combined

with the explosive metal sodium to form the white salt crystals we

use in our food.

The study of Chemistry is mainly interested in the formation of

chemical compounds, since there are so many possible combinations
of elements.

Chemical formulas
Chemical formulas (or more correctly: formulae) are designations

of molecules and compounds in shorthand notation, similar to that

used in Algebra.

• Shorthand for elements

Elements can be written as abbreviations or in a shorthand

notation. For example, He denotes helium, Fe denotes iron, and Cl

denotes chlorine. A chemical formula is writing the elements of a
compound, using their abbreviations.

• Designation of a molecule

The combination of two or more elements to form a molecule is

designated by writing their abbreviations next to each other. For

example carbon monoxide is written as CO. The order in which the
elements are written is typically alphabetical, but there are a number

of exceptions for historical reasons and to clarify the geometry of the

molecule.

• Number of atoms in a molecule

If there is more than one atom of a type in the molecule, the
formula shows it by a small number after the symbol. For example,

water is H
2
O, which means there are 2 atoms of hydrogen and one

atom of oxygen in the molecule. Carbon dioxide is CO
2
, which means

there is one atom of carbon and two atoms of oxygen in the molecule.

• Number of molecules
To show the number of molecules, a full sized number is located

in front of the molecule. For example 4 molecules of carbon dioxide is

designated as: 4CO
2

This means there are a total of 4 C atoms and 8 O atoms in the

combination. A way to remember this—taken from Algebra—is to
think of it as 4 x (CO

2
).
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English Skills
Basic Mechanical Rules Literary Terms

Business Letter

Business Letter Layout



13

English Skills

Parts Of Speech

Punctuation Rules
Paragraph Writing

Know The Difference
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Math Skills
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Preamble To

The Constitution

BILL OF RIGHTS

Amendment I
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-

ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of

the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
government for a redress of grievances.

Amendment II
A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a

free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms,
shall not be infringed.

Amendment III
No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any
house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of

war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

Amendment IV
The right of the people to be secure in their persons,
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches

and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall

issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or
affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be

searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

Amendment V
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or other-
wise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indict-

ment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or

naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in
time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be

subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of
life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to

be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life,
liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall

private property be taken for public use, without just

compensation.

Amendment VI
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the

right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the
state and district wherein the crime shall have been

committed, which district shall have been previously

ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and
cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the wit-

nesses against him; to have compulsory process for
obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance

of counsel for his defense.

Amendment VII
In suits at common law, where the value in controversy

shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall
be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise

reexamined in any court of the United States, than accord-

ing to the rules of the common law.

Amendment VIII
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Amendment IX
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall

not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by
the people.

Amendment X
The powers not delegated to the United States by the

Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved

to the states respectively, or to the people.

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish

Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the

general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity,

do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.
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